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Rosemary’s Story

By Diane Cummings

It can be said that every animal
has a story and this is true of Rose-
mary. Rosemary is a true Navajo
dog. Her beautiful brown eyes
slant upwards and she averts them
politely if you are so bold as to
look at her. She will raise her paw
to you softly, as if to shake your
hand with just a slight touch.

Rosemary appeared in the park-
ing lot of Ft Defiance Indian Hospi-
tal on a cold, snowy morning. She
stayed there, a white dog huddled
against the white snowflakes,
growing thinner and thinner.

I met Rosemary soon after I ar-
rived at the hospital. I was there
to get clinical hours in order to
graduate from the University of
New Mexico’s midwifery pro-
gram.

For the first 2 weeks, I would ar
rive at the hospital at 8 in the
morning, giving Rosemary some
food before heading upstairs to
Labor and Delivery. I would feed
her again when I left at night.

Rosemary would not let me near
her...the closest I got was about 5
feet. If I got any closer she would
run away, only returning to her
food bowl when I backed off.

Several people were angry that I
was feeding a stray dog. A secu-
rity guard said it was against the
rules to feed a dog on IHS prop-
erty. A woman who worked at the
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clinic called me a “stupid bella-
gaana” (white person). But others
were sympathetic. Another secu-
rity guard whispered to me that he
was glad I was giving food to the
dog. He feared that she wasn’t go-
ing to last long on the rez, because
she was so sweet and submissive.

One frigid night, I exited the hos-
pital at midnight. Rosemary was
waiting for me. Snow was falling
heavily and the temperature was
about 10 degrees. This time, as I
fed her, she did not run away. As I
edged closer, Rosemary didn't
move. I picked her up and put her
in the back of my truck which had a
camper shell. Then I said “What
am I going to do now?” For the
next 2 nights, Rosemary slept in
the back of my truck, snuggled
into warm blankets.

Rosemary was boarded for the
next 6 weeks on a ranch in Tho-
reau, NM with a nice lady named
April. At this ranch she became
housebroken, ran around with
other dogs, grew accustomed to
cats and received a steady supply
of food.

At the end of April, when [ was
done with my clinical hours, I put
Rosemary into my truck and we left
the reservation for the big town of
Albuquerque. My partner and I
had agreed that we would foster
Rosemary until we could find her
another home in Albuquerque. We
already had 3 cats. After 2 weeks
my partner asked if we could keep
her, and so we did.

Despite her beginnings, Rose-
mary quickly learned to walk on
the sidewalk and on a leash. She
has flourished from a skinny, shy
pup into 35 lbs of confidence.
Rosemary is white and cream col-
ored with pointy ears and a
curved tail. She is quite eye-
catching and gathers a lot of atten-
tion on our daily walks to Satellite
Coffee for her dinner roll. Most
people cannot believe she'’s a rez
dog. But underneath her urban
habits, she is still Dine’ (Navajo) at
heart. Last week in Kayenta, she
raced and sped atop the red rocks
of Monument Valley as if she had
never been away at all.




starving, homeless ani-

mals wandering the vast
and open Navajo Nation.
On the “Rez”, towns are
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often 100 miles apart with
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OUR WISH LIST

o
Dog and cat food
Airline and metal crates
Collars and leashes
Soft squeaky toys
Blankets and quilts
Horse blankets
Vet supplies

red rocks between them.
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seeks to do is help these
kind people to continue
helping the animals.
There exists a network of
foster homes throughout
the Navajo Nation. Ani-
mals are taken into foster
care where they receive
food, vaccinations, medi-
cal care and lots of love.

ety was started in the the animal’s picture and
year 2000 by some peo- biography on our website:
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more than just feed the

Our group cares mainly
for dogs and cats but we
care about ALL the animals
and have helped horses,
cows, goats and hawks to
find a safe haven.* 98% of
our money goes to veteri-
nary care. Few young ani-

make changes and we have
taken steps to provide pro-
grams and literature re-
garding responsible animal
care to all ages.

% In 2005, we have made a
difference in the lives of
218 dogs, 64 cats, 2 horses
and a rabbit. So far, in
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H . The Veterinarians at Cedar Animal Hospital in Gallup have partnered with Blackhat Humane
H & Society to reach out to the animals of the Navajo Nation. Generous donations from Blackhat
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. H never have afforded to have their animals fixed. Approximately every 6 weeks, Doctors Tess
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2006, we have found Robert A Stanley
When the foster home-  homes for 175 dogs, 28
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In Memory of Lobo

A Coyote/Shepherd mix whose
gentle spirit soared up to the
stars after 14 years with Sandra
Ely. Lobo was rescued from an
abandoned homeless camp on a

From Tom & Monique

rainy morning in western Oregon.
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Please write and send photos about your res-
cue, fostering or special pet memories. We’ll
do our best to get them into our newsletter!
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In memory of Don and Jo Wells

From D Wells
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God made the carl:h, the skg and the

water, the moon and the sun. He made

man and woman, bird and beast. But He
didn’t make the cios. Hc a]rcacly had one.

—— Native Amcricarl saging
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Emily Adopts
Teddy and Life is
Good!

Emily Glitner adopted
Teddy, a special needs
dog, in March of this
year. Tamara and her
husband Jim, were
pleased that Emily
spent the day at their
house, getting to know
Teddy. Ted required
more surgery after his
adoption. Emily was
with him the whole
time. Now Teddy is
walking without pain
and is looking forward

best friend.

to many years with his"
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5 Want your dog to respect you a little more? When
the alpha wolf returns to the pack after being away,
it holds its head up and ignores the fawning pack.
Try ignoring your dogs for 5 minutes when you
come through the front door. It will be tough! We

! usually fawn over them, don’t we? Try it. Don’t

Y

: make eye contact or talk to them for 5 whole min-

3 utes and see the newfound reverence in their eyes!
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Blackl:_g;‘gjf_fﬂul‘mane Society
would be lost without our won-
derful foster homes! We are
proud that none of our rescued
animals are confined in cages.
All live in foster homes and are
part of the family that cares for
them. We can tell you if they’re
housebroken, if they like chil-
dren, whether they embrace or
chase cats, their behavior
around livestock. We know
how they behave while riding
in cars and how they act at
feeding time. All of our res-
cued animals go to their adop-
tive homes up-to-date on vacci-
nations. All are spayed or neu-
tered (if old enough). We sup-
ply foster homes with food,
supplies and financial assis-
tance for medical care. We do
the advertising for prospective

adopters and are always avail-
able to guide the foster parents
through the adoption process.

Yes, I'd be inter-
ested in fostering for Blackhat.

No I can’t foster
but please accept my donation.

Name

Address

City

State
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98% of donations go to the animals; for
food, veterinary care and vaccinations.
Please help us to help them!

Send to:

Blackhat Humane Society
P.O. Box 137
Sanders, AZ 86512

There is still so much work to be done.
Please, never pass up a suffering animal
without trying to help.





